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REPORT OF TRUSTEES PUBLIC LIBRARY 


To the Citizens of Stoneham: 


The annual report of the Trustees of the Public Library is 
herewith prseented: 


The library, being a public institution, gives the town an ex- 
cellent opportunity to show its good will toward its citizens, since 
the library serves the entire community, regardless of race or creed, 
and the benefits it may offer are limited only by the generosity of 
the town. Although handing out books is only one of the many 
functicns of a library, it is the most obvious, and the circulation 
Statistics are usually taken as na indication of the library’s useful- 
ness. The circulation of our library has steadily increased for the 
past few years, that of this year being over three thousand more 
than that of the previous year. However, the service that any 
institution can give is in exact proportion to its appropriation. 


The American Library Association (the highest authority on 
library affairs) esimates that the very least on which a library can 
be run efficiently is one dollar per capita per annum. At the last 
census Stoneham’s population was 9085. Last year’s library ap- 
propriation was $4,500.00, about half the amount deemed necessary 
to give the town adequate service. In the town report for 1925 
on page 87, there is the following statement: ‘From 1920 to the 
present time, however, there has been a very substantial growth 
[of population] amounting to over half as much again as that of 
the preceding ten years.’”’ In connection with this, the following 
figures will be of interest: 


Year Population Library Appropriation 
1910 7090 $1,700.00 
1920 7873 3,900.00 
1925 9085 4,500.00 


At no time have the library funds been sufficient to give the 


‘town the service it deserves. 


Aside from the increase in the general circulation, in the last 
few years there has been an ever growing demand for assistance 
on the part of the schools, both public and parochial. They are 
sending their students to the library for help in their daily work, 
and it is the business of the library to be prepared to give that 


3 


help. This reference work with the schools is one of the most im- 
portant functions of the librray. It should be remembered that 
the library is as much an educational institution as the schools, 
and should be given an aqual opportunity to develop its resources. 


During the past year a new delivery desk has been placed in 
the library. Aside from furnishing more adequate space for the 
work of the librarian and her assistants in handling the increased 
cihculation, the desk has added a most pleasing aspect to the ap- 
pearance of the interior of the building. Also, at an expense of 
$490.00, two new furnaces and a small hot-water heater have been 
installed in the basement. These were to replace the old furnaces 
which had worn out after twenty-three years of service. The libra- 
ry funds were not sufficient to meet this emergency and keep the 
library open the remainder of the year. This sum was appropriated 
at a special town meeting. 


There are at least three things, aside from the regular library — 
expenses, which need immediate attention the coming year. First, 
is the matter of lights. At present the lighting is very poor, and 
entirely insufficient for reading with ease. It has been noticed and 
commented upon by a number of would-be patrons. Second, there 
is the necessity for providing some safe place in which to store the 
valuable records and papers which are in the library’s keeping. 
Now there is no adequate and safe place in which to put these docu- 
ments. Many of these could never be replaced should any disaster 
come to them. Third, there is need for some kind of a filing cabi- 
net in which to keep pictures that are used by the different grades. 
Many libraries make this a strong feature of their work with the 
schools, and are ready to furnish pictures on a variety of subjects. 


The trustees wish to express their appreciation of the splendid 
work done by the librarian and her assistants, in spite of the 
limited resources at their disposal. 


As the trustees have tried to point out in past years, and espec- 
ially this year, there is a necessity for a substantial increase in 
their appropriation, if the library is to keep pace with the schools ~ 
and the community in its development. Money spent for the 
library is not wasted, and it is not all used to furnish entertain-. 
ment for those whom we are too apt to regard as idlers because 
they have more time for reading than the rest of us. Underneath 
it all there is a strong current of seriousness and helpfulness and 
up-building, and it is for that we are asking the support of our 
community. 


The trustees recommend the appropriation of $6,000.00 for the 
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ensuing year. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES H. CHASE, Chairman 

CORA E. DIKE, 

MARGARET W. EMERSON, 

GEORGE H. HINCHCLIFFE, 

GEORGE A. PACKARD, 

HERBERT H. RICHARDSON, 
Trustees of the Public Library. 


REPORT OF LIBRARIAN 


To the Trustees of the Stoneham Public Library: 


I submit the Librarian’s report for the year ending December 
31, 1926. 


The past year has been a busy year in the Public Library, hav- 
ing had the largest circulation in its history. 


Pupils from the High School have been given instruction in 
the use of the library. 2 


EXHIBITION 


During “Children’s Book Week,’ November 7th to ‘November 
13th, in addition to the usual exhibition of new juvenile books, 
there was held an exhbiition of children’s books from fifty to one 
hundred years old. These old books were kindly loaned by resi- 
dents of the town and rroved of interest to the children as well as 
the older people. 


THE CERTIFICATE READING LIST 


~ 


One hundred and forty-three small certificates were awarded 
pupils from the fourth to the eighth grade for reading and report- 
ing on five books taken from lists sent out from the State Board of 
Education, Division of Public Libraries and seven honor certificates 
were given pupils, who had won four small certificates. 


There have been 671 new books and two new magazines added 
by purchase or gift to the Public Library in 1926. Some of the 
books were: Bradford, Wives; Viscount Grey, Twenty-five Years; 
Seymour, Intimate Papers of Colonel House; Sanburg, Abraham 
Lincoln, the Prairie Years; Bowers, Jefferson and Hamliton; Can- 
field, Around the World at Eighty; Lawrence, Memories of a 
Happy Life; Green, Peary, the Man Who Refused to Fail; Cham- 
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DORCHESTER, MASS. 
UNDERHILL PRESS 


REPORT OF TRUSTEES PUBLIC LIBRARY 


To the Citizens of Stoneham: 


The annual report of the Trustees of the Public Library is 
herewith prseented: 


The library, being a public institution, gives the town an ex- 
cellent opportunity to show its good will toward its citizens, since 
the library serves the entire community, regardless of race or creed, 
and the benefits it may offer are limited only by the generosity of 
the town. Although handing out books is only one of the many 
functions of a library, it is the most obvious, and the circulation 
statistics are usually taken as na indication of the library’s useful- 
ness. The circulation of our library has steadily increased for the 
past few years, that of this year being over three thousand more 
than that of the previous year. However, the service that any 
institution can give is in exact proportion to its appropriation. 


The American Library Association (the highest authority on 
library affairs) esimates that the very least on which a library can 
be run efficiently is one dollar per capita per annum. At the last 
census Stoneham’s population was 9085. Last year’s library ap- 
propriation was $4,500.00, about half the amount deemed necessary 
to give the town adequate service. In the town report for 1925 
on page 87, there is the following statement: “From 1920 to the 
present time, however, there has been a very substantial growth 
[of population] amounting to over half as much again as that of 
the preceding ten years.” In connection with this, the following 
figures will be of- interest: | 


Year Population Library Appropriation 
1910 7090 $1,700.00 
1920 7873 3,900.00 
1925 9085 4,500.00 


At no time have the library funds been sufficient to give the 
town the service it deserves. 


Aside from the increase in the general circulation, in the last 
few years there has been an ever growing demand for assistance 
on the part of the schools, both public and parochial. They are 
sending their students to the library for help in their daily work, 
and it is the business of the library to be prepared to give that 
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help. This reference work with the schools is one of the most im- 
portant functions of the librray. It should be remembered that 
the library is as much an educational institution as the schools, 
and should be given an aqual opportunity to develop its resources. 


During the past year a new delivery desk has been placed in 
the library. Aside from furnishing more adequate space for the 
work of the librarian and her assistants in handling the increased 
cihculation, the desk has added a most pleasing aspect to the ap- 
pearance of the interior of the building. Also, at an expense of 
$490.00, two new furnaces and a small hot-water heater have been 
installed in the basement. These were to replace the old furnaces 
which had worn out after twenty-three years of service. The libra- 
ry funds were not sufficient to meet this emergency and keep the 
library open the remainder of the year. This sum was appropriated 
at a special town meeting. 


There are at least three things, aside from the regular library 
expenses, which need immediate attention the coming year. First, 
is the matter of lights. At present the lighting is very poor, and 
entirely insufficient for reading with ease. It has been noticed and 
commented upon by a number of would-be patrons. Second, there 
is the necessity for providing some safe place in which to store the 
valuable records and papers which are in the library’s keeping. 
Now there is no adequate and safe place in which to put these docu- 
ments. Many of these could never be replaced should any disaster 
come to them. Third, there is need for some kind of a filing cabi- 
net in which to keep pictures that are used by the different grades. 
Many libraries make this a strong feature of their work with the 
schools, and are ready to furnish pictures on a variety of subjects. 


The trustees wish to express their appreciation of the splendid 
work done by the librarian and her assistants, in spite of the 
limited resources at their disposal. . 


As the trustees have tried to point out in past years, and espec- 
ially this year, there is a necessity for a substantial increase in 
_their appropriation, if the library is to keep pace with the schools 
and the community in its development. Money spent for the 
library is not wasted, and it is not all used to furnish entertain- 
ment for those whom we are too apt to regard as idlers because 
they have more time for reading than the rest of us. Underneath 
it all there is a strong current of seriousness and helpfulness and 
up-building, and it is for that we are asking the support of our 
community. 


The trustees recommend the appropriation of $6,000.00 for the 
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ensuing year. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES H. CHASE, Chairman 

CORA E. DIKE, 

MARGARET W. EMERSON, 

GEORGE H. HINCHCLIFFH, 

GEORGE A. PACKARD, 

HERBERT H. RICHARDSON, 
Trustees of the Public Library. 


REPORT OF LIBRARIAN 


To the Trustees of the Stoneham Publie Library: 


I submit the Librarian’s report for the year ending December 
31, 1926. 


The past year has been a busy year in the Public Library, hav- 
ing had the largest circulation in its history. 


Pupils from the High School have been given instruction in 
the use of the library. 


EXHIBITION 


During “Children’s Book Week,” November 7th to November 
13th, in addition to the usual exhibition of new juvenile books, 
there was held an exhbiition of children’s books from fifty to one 
hundred years old. These old books were kindly loaned by resi- 
dents of the town and yroved of interest to the children as well as 
the older people. 


THE CERTIFICATE READING LIST 


One hundred and forty-three small certificates were awarded 
pupils from the fourth to the eighth grade for reading and-report- 
ing on five books taken from lists sent out from the State Board of 
Education, Division of Public Libraries and seven honor certificates 
- were given pupils, who had won four small certificates. 


There have been 671 new books and two new magazines added 
by purchase or gift to the Public Library in 1926. Some of the 
books were: Bradford, Wives; Viscount Grey, Twenty-five Years; 
Seymour, Intimate Papers of Colonel House; Sanburg, Abraham 
Lincoln, the Prairie Years; Bowers, Jefferson and Hamliton; Can- 
field, Around the World at Highty; Lawrence, Memories of a 
Happy Life; Green, Peary, the Man Who Refused to Fail; Cham- 
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berlain, Beacon Hill; Stockbridge, Florida in the Making; Bok, 
Dollars Only; DeKruif, Microbe Hunters; McCann, Science of 
Keeping Young; Speakman, Here’s Ireland; Quiller-Couch, Oxford 
Book of English Prose; Jordon, High Lights of Geography; Rine- 
hart, Nomad’s Land; Polo, Travels of Marco Polo; Rihbany, Seven 
‘days with God; Rosewater, The Liberty Bell; Sheean, An Ameri- 
can Among the Riffi; Mims, Advancing South; Aikman, Home Town 
Mind; Wanger, What Girls Can Do; Stern, Clubs, Making and 


Management; Lester, Historic Costume; Sharp, Sanctuary! Sanc- .. 


tuary!; Northend, Historic Doorways of Old Salem; Fosdick, Ad- 
venturous Religions, Durant, Story of Philosophy; Thompson, His- 
tory of the United States, one volume; Monroe, Singing in the Rain, 
Essays for Thoughtful People; Cutten, The Threat of Leisure. 


New magazines in 1926 House and Garden and Child Welfare 
in Adult Reading Room. 


Gifts were received from the following: In addition to the 
usual number of books and magazines received from the publishers, 
the Commonwealth and manufacturers, newspapers, magazines and 
books were received from associations and persons in the town’ 
Woman’s Alliance of the Unitarian Church, Woman’s Club, Schocl 
Department, Parent-Teachers’ Association, Mrs. George Alcock, 
Mrs. Charles Chase, C. A. Carby, Mrs. H. L. Emerson, Miss G. E. 
Fuller, Mrs. H. A. Hill, R. W. Kendall, Mrs. A. L. “Knapp, Mrs. 
Charles Libby, Mrs. Robbins and Mrs. Earle Young. 


STAFF 


Martha A. Jackson, Librarian; Mildred Howell, Assistant; 
Dorothy Chase, Irva Graham, Eleanor Parks, Elizabeth Tidd, Helen 
Packard, High School Assistant. 


Total. circulation 46rilb26 ic. Gah teases aes eee 46,235 
Adult dcr: oo nies we actin ea eins = alae een eee 21,425 
Aduwit mron-fction 72. S. se Lh ceats' Cehabere 2 ene ee ee 3,e02 
JUVENMNES Hellion —Te wei wa Ve alts, Oa eewe pene 2 aie acd Loe 16,385 
Jupenite: nonsiiction WL ses Sesicacee fe eee eee ee 3,025 
MAPAZITIECS ss nacre 55 las slavate Jo vin Wiad teehee ane oot aT an 1,975 
Noretgen sbOOKR 3.22 Giclce a ae ws Fr ee a ene ete Ee eels ee 

Total’ 45926345 Pee eres oe eee oes 46,235 46,235 
Total: registration [or 1326) whe sss we ees ee 3,495 
WOW. TELISLTALION-ID LLOZG Sei. etic pace ciate ns O Roe ee eee 435 
Total volumes in library (estimated) .......... aL 14,240 
Volumes mdded “by ;purchase:7,,.. .01.csere pane " 465 


